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November 29, 2018 

 

Via email climatechange@gov.nt.ca 

 

Michele Culhane, 

Climate Change Specialist, 

Environment and Natural Resources, 

Government of the NWT, 

Yellowknife, NT 

 

Dear Ms Culhane: 

 

Re: Comments on the Government of the Northwest Territories 2030 NWT Climate 

Change Strategic Framework Draft Action Plan 2019-2023 

 

The Council of Canadians was founded in 1985 and is Canada’s largest citizens’ organization, 

with members and chapters throughout the country. We work to protect Canadian independence 

by promoting progressive policies on fair trade, clean water, energy security, public health care, 

and other issues of social and economic concern to Canadians. In short, we stand for social and 

environmental justice and a healthy democracy. The NWT Chapter works on all of these issues 

with a particular focus on Indigenous rights and title, climate justice, and the human right to 

water.    

 

The NWT Chapter has reviewed the above mentioned draft Action Plan and offers the following 

comments. Overall we are disappointed that the Action Plan promotes a ‘business as usual’ 

approach even while recognizing that “the effects of climate change are advancing more rapidly 

in NWT and northern Canada than the rest of Canada and the world” (p.29). In light of the 

climate threats facing this jurisdiction, we expected an aggressive and innovative Action Plan but 

this Plan is neither.  

 

We find the vision guiding the Action Plan to be particularly weak. We realize that the GNWT’s 

work on climate change was largely completed prior to the release of the Intergovernmental 

Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) report that conservatively estimates 12 years before 

catastrophic climate breakdown occurs. But in the NWT we are seeing more and more evidence 

now of climate breakdown so the window for climate action is closing quickly. The NWT 

Chapter of the Council of Canadians urges a rethink of the vision guiding climate action to show 

a firm commitment to fossil fuel divestment and a just transition to 100% renewable energies in 

the fastest possible timeframe. We would refer you to the work of our colleagues at Alternatives 

North for some direction for doing this. https://alternativesnorth.ca/public-policy-2/  We also 

believe that the Action Plan should be reworked to ramp up the transition to renewables within 

the coming decade. 
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A second comment we would offer relates to what is referred in the Action Plan to “cross-cutting 

leadership, communication and capacity-building.” There is little doubt that every citizen, 

organization, business and government has a role to play in managing and mitigating climate 

change if we are to have a livable environment. For this reason, it is astounding that the 

Intergovernment Council isn’t named as a key leadership and coordinating body given the 

central role this Council plays in lands and resources management, and representation of most 

communities in the NWT. Further, we are disappointed that the various climate change working 

groups and committees mentioned in the Action Plan don’t involve non-government 

organizations and Indigenous governments who must be partners in the work to reduce, adapt to, 

and manage climate breakdown.   

  

We appreciate the need to always work from solid evidence but the NWT does not have the 

luxury of time to fill in all the gaps in knowledge about the impacts of climate breakdown. The 

urgency of climate breakdown requires that we take focused and decisive action now based on 

the best information that we have available to us now, and be prepared to make adjustments as 

needed. As such, we recommend that research and monitoring activities associated with the 

second goal of improving knowledge of climate change be integrated with actions to move the 

NWT to a decarbonized society.   

 

Finally we recommend that the Action Plan recognize that no economy will prosper in the face 

of massive dislocations faced in a region devastated by climate breakdown. So it is with some 

skepticism that we read the statement on p. 40: “As a small jurisdiction with a very large land 

mass, the NWT needs a coordinated approach to address these challenges and ensure that its 

economy is resilient and that people and communities are prepared to take action and adapt 

where needed.” The Action Plan must include actions to bolster the resilience of northern people 

and communities and build sustainable local economies as a way to adapt to and manage climate 

change. The absence of efforts to bolster resilience is a major gap in the Action Plan.  

 

In closing, we thank you for the opportunity to comment on the draft Action Plan.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Lois Little, 

Co-Chair, NWT Chapter 

Council of Canadians  


