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CE  
October 22, 2018 

 

To: 

National Chief Norman Yakeleya, Dene Nation 

Grand Chief Bobbi Jo Greenland-Morgan, Gwich’in Tribal Council 

Grand Chief Wilfred McNeely, Sahtu Dene Council 

Grand Chief, Gladys Norwegian, Deh Cho First Nations 

Grand Chief George Mackenzie, Tli Cho Government 

Spokesperson, Chief Edward Sangris, Akaitcho Territory Government 

Chair, Duane Smith, Inuvialuit Regional Corporation 

Francois Paulette, Elder, Treaty 8 Territory 

Charlie Snowshoe, Elder, Treaty 11 Territory 

Premier Bob McLeod, Government of the NWT 

Members of the NWT Legislative Assembly 

Wendy Holm, Author and Activist 

Amy Lusk, Slave River Coalition  

 

Re: We Can Stop the Site C Dam on the Peace River 

 

Last week the NWT Chapter of the Council of Canadians brought Wendy Holm, activist, expert, and 

author to Denendeh to raise awareness about the impacts of the Site C dam and encourage northerners to 

stand with the West Moberly and Prophet River First Nations in their efforts to stop it. These Treaty 8 

First Nations have filed a treaty infringement case in the British Columbia Supreme Court. They are 

seeking an injunction to stop construction of the Site C dam until the treaty infringement case is heard. A 

ruling on the injunction is expected before the end this month.  

 

But the Site C dam is more than an infringement on treaty rights; it is a major assault on ecosystems 

sustained by the Peace-Athabasca and Mackenzie Rivers.  

 

The Site C dam is a proposed 60-metre high, 1,050-metre-long earth-filled dam and hydroelectric 

generation station on the Peace River in northern British Columbia. The dam would create an 83-

kilometre-long reservoir that will flood 15,985 acres of agricultural land southwest of Fort St. John; 

destroy traditional hunting and fishing territory; and submerge 78 Indigenous heritage sites including 

burial grounds and places of cultural and spiritual significance. As Elders throughout the Mackenzie 

River Basin watershed have seen and scientific evidence has confirmed, our river and lake levels have 

continued to be lower and our wetlands drier since the WAC Bennett was built on the Peace River in the 

1960s. The Site C dam will worsen negative impacts on our waterways and wetlands. It must be stopped.  

 

The Site C dam: 

 

1. Destroys Traditional Homelands and Tramples Treaty 8 rights – Site C will destroy critical 

hunting, fishing, cultural and burial sites of Indigenous communities and forever alienate 
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Indigenous people from their homelands. https://witnessforthepeace.ca/julian-napoleon/  

 

2. Food Security – The dam will flood precious alluvial soils and farmland with the sustainable 

capacity to meet the nutritional requirements of more than 1 million people a year. Since we live 

so close to the Peace Valley, this loss will impact food security and nutrition in Denendeh. 

 

3. Downstream Impacts – Two-thirds of the drying of the Peace Athabasca Delta which supports 

Wood Buffalo National Park, (a UNESCO world heritage site) is the direct result of the existing 

dams on the Peace River. Site C will make things much worse. Site C will further disrupt 

seasonal water flows, destroy downstream ecosystems and habitats, and kill fish and wildlife in 

the Peace-Athabasca Delta and the Wood Buffalo National Park. Site C’s untested dam design in 

a geologically unstable area influenced by fracking related earthquakes poses a serious risk to 

downstream communities.  

 

4. Methyl Mercury Contamination – After flooding, decomposition processes will create 

poisonous methyl mercury which will bio‐accumulate in the aquatic food chain, poisoning fish 

and those whose diet relies on fish for two to three generations. 

 

5. Continental Water Sharing – Site C is part of an agenda that first surfaced back in the 1950s 

when the US Army Corps of Engineers was tasked by Washington to make sure Americans never 

run out of water.  The Peace River is the only route to bring northern water (diverted from rivers 

flowing to the sea) into the central Midwest because it is the only west to east breach in the 

Rocky Mountains. As Wendy Holm has noted, NAFTA (and now the new USMCA) strips 

Canadian sovereignty and protection over this precious resource. Once BC Hydro is privatized, as 

it will be after building the over budget Site C dam, US investors will have unfettered access to 

the water impounded behind it.     

Wendy Holm’s presentation from her visit to Denendeh is here 

https://cocnwt.files.wordpress.com/2018/10/holm-nwt-damming-the-peace.pdf  and an audio file of her 

interview on CBC North’s Trails End is here http://www.cbc.ca/listen/shows/trail-s-

end/episode/15616435. 

Although about 25% of the Site C dam budget has been spent, no actual work on the dam has started.   

We know that if we all stand together and raise our voices the Site C dam can be stopped.   

 

We urge you to raise your voices and stand with the West Moberly and Prophet River First Nations 

in their efforts to stop Site C.  

 

In Solidarity, 

 
 

Lois Little 

Co-Chair, NWT Chapter 

Council of Canadiansl 
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