
 
 

 

 

 

October 10, 2018 

 

Michael McLeod, MP 

Justice Building, Suite 04 

House of Commons 

Ottawa, Ontario 

K1A 0A6  

 

Dear Mr. McLeod: 

    Re: Looking for Accountability 

 

In the three years since the Liberals 2015 electoral victory, northerners have seen a lot of public 

consultations.  We’ve faithfully taken part in events and consultations on topics of your party’s  

choosing—climate change, electoral reform, international trade, security and intelligence, the lot.   

 

Often, promises made in these consultations have meant nothing—no action on ending subsidies to Big 

Oil, no delivery on the “last election under first past the post” promise of electoral reform, no delivery on 

commitments to progressive trade arrangements, and so-on.  Still, we citizens have done our part, 

engaging in the processes of a purportedly listening and responsive government.  

 

This summer, we asked you as our Member of Parliament to participate in a public meeting and explain 

your party’s decision to purchase the Trans-Mountain Pipeline.  You were a no-show, too busy to meet 

with your constituents.  

 

In August, we attended your community barbeque in Yellowknife and asked for a real opportunity to tell 

you what we think on issues of our choosing. We especially want to deal with the threat posed by the 

mounting evidence of the catastrophic effects of climate change and the contributions that the reckless 

purchase of the TransMountain and tacit approval of tar sands expansion to fill this pipeline pose.  Media 

reported your willingness “to meet with them (the public) to discuss a number of issues”.   

 

Since then, the NWT Chapter of the Council of Canadians has tried to tie you as our MP down to a date. 

You have offered a private meeting, but evidently have no desire to meet with your constituents in public 

to hear our thoughts. 

 

In three years in office, as our MP you have never offered a public session in Yellowknife and to half of 

your constituents to hear our concerns, state your position on them, defend or clarify your party’s policies, 

and receive direction from the people you are elected to represent.  

 

Now, more than ever, we need this opportunity. Climate change reports of the last days make it clear that 

the planet is facing a startling deadline after which action on climate change cannot avert the worst 

calamities.  Other constituents may have other issues. 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The point is, you have a duty to be accountable and you have avoided this responsibility for your entire 

term in office.  We are asking you to meet with your constituents in Yellowknife in an open public forum, 

or explain your reasons for not doing so.  

 

 
Bob Bromley, 

NWT Chapter, 

Council of Canadians 

 

cc Prime Minister Justin Trudeau 

Gerald Butts, Principal Secretary 

all territorial media 



 

  

 

 

 


