
 

June 12, 2018 

via email 

Premier Bob McLeod, 

NWT Legislative Assembly, 

Government of the NWT, 

Yellowknife, NWT X1A 2L9 

 

Dear Premier McLeod: 

   Re: GNWT’s Obligation to International Declarations and Covenants 

The Council of Canadians including the NWT Chapter is dedicated to achieving social and environmental justice and a 

healthy democracy. Our actions are consistent with a variety of United Nations declarations and covenants that the 

Government of Canada and the Government of the NWT have endorsed and committed to upholding. An example is the 

United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP).  As you know, in 2008 the 16th NWT 

Legislative Assembly unanimously passed a motion to support UNDRIP, making the GNWT the first jurisdiction in Canada 

to do so. In 2007 consistent with the 1976 UN International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the 15th 

NWT Legislative Assembly declared, “all peoples have a fundamental human right to water that must be recognized 

nationally and internationally, including the development of appropriate institutional mechanisms to ensure that these 

rights are Implemented.”  

 

In recent months, the NWT Chapter has actively participated in the development of post-devolution land and resource 

legislation being led by Environment and Natural Resources (ENR), and Industry, Tourism and Investment (ITI). We found 

that the five pieces of ENR-led legislation and the two ITI-led bills make no reference to UNDRIP or the human right to 

water even though these international declarations are intrinsic to the content of each piece of legislation and these 

rights have expressly been endorsed by formal statements of the NWT Legislative Assembly. Could you explain why the 

principled commitments made by the NWT Legislative Assembly do not guide the contents of GNWT legislation, and why 

these endorsements are not reflected in the seven post-devolution land and resource bills? 

Thank you for your response. 

Sincerely, 

 

Lois Little, 

Co-Chair, NWT Chapter 

 

c.c. NWT MLAs 

Inuvialuit Regional Corp. G’wich’in Tribal Council 

Sahtu Secretariat Inc.  Tlicho Government 

Dehcho First Nations  Akaitcho Government 

Sahtu Dene Council   NWT Metis Nation 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/CESCR.aspx

