
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

February 22nd, 2016 

 

 
Dear Members of the Legislative Assembly of the Northwest Territories: 

 

On behalf of our coalition members (Alternatives North, Council of Canadians – NWT 
Chapter, Canadian Association of Physicians for the Environment, Ecology North and 
individuals), Fracking Action North (FAN) would like to congratulate you on your election to the 
18th Legislative Assembly of the Northwest Territories. You have arrived at a time of great 
northern innovation and new opportunities for the people of the NWT. 
 

Some of you may already be familiar with the FAN coalition and the petitions we have 
brought before the Legislative Assembly over the past two years. Our first petition, with over 
800 signatures collected from communities across the NWT, was tabled in the spring of 2014. It 
asked that the GNWT require all fracking operations in the NWT to go through an 
environmental assessment process. The request was denied. 
 

Our second petition, with over 1200 signatures collected from across the NWT was tabled in 
May of 2015. This petition sought action from the GNWT to declare an official moratorium on 
fracking operations until a comprehensive, regional review was undertaken. It also requested 
the GNWT to shift economic development away from the exploitation of fossil fuels and towards 
economic diversification based on renewable energy and conservation.  Again, the petition was 
denied. 
 

As oil prices continue to drop, and exploration isn’t anticipated in the NWT for a number of 
years, this seems to have validated political complacency on the topic of fracking in the territory. 
We want to be clear on this: a slump in resource prices and investment does not equal a 
government-instated moratorium, nor does it come close to a comprehensive, regional and 
public review of fracking in the NWT. 
 

As society becomes more aware of the realities of global climate change, and science 
continues to advance, it has become imperative to diminish our investments in the fossil fuel 
industry, and redirect them toward sustainable, realistic options for energy development.  
 

The global scientific community agreed a number of years ago that an absolute maximum 
safe limit of global climate warming is 2°C. At the United Nations Conference on Climate Change 
in Paris this past December, the world came together to say that aiming for 2°C was not safe 
enough. Canada led the developed world in agreeing that we needed to push forward, and 
commit to limiting warming to 1.5°C.  
 



To meet this target, Canada must work with the rest of the world in curbing our greenhouse 
gas emissions. The Northwest Territories has a fantastic opportunity to get ahead of the global 
push for fossil fuel divestment. In a recent report that studied the economy of the Sahtu region, 
including which of the 22 sectors would most benefit the region, oil and gas finished last (see 
attached – Figure 3: Selected Economic Multipliers in the NWT). 
 

The 18th Legislative Assembly has the opportunity to be part of a local, national, and global 
solution to the largest challenge facing the world today. We urge you to join the public in 
confronting this challenge, and to engage northerners to help diversify our economy for a 
sustainable, clean-energy future.  
  

We look forward to hearing back from each of you, as many of you indicated prior to the 
election that this is a matter of utmost importance to the public of the NWT. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

                                                                
____________________________                   ____________________________                   ____________________________ 
Lois Little                Craig Scott                           Ben McDonald 

Chair, Council of Canadians              Executive Director                              Chair 

NWT Chapter                Ecology North                                      Alternatives North 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 


