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NWT Citizens Call for a Fracking Moratorium until a Regional 
Environmental Review is Completed  
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Citizens from across the NWT are calling for a moratorium on horizontal hydraulic fracturing 
(fracking).  Citizens want this moratorium in place until a comprehensive, transparent and 
public review of the cumulative environmental, social and economic risks and benefits of the 
process is completed under Part 5.1 of the Mackenzie Valley Resource Management Act, 
and the NWT public clearly indicates whether the risks and benefits are acceptable or not.  

Citizens recently launched a new e-petition on the Legislative Assembly website: 

http://epetition.lant.public-i.tv/epetition_core/community/petition/2957 

More than 300 citizens have already signed on-line and paper copies of the petition in the 
first few weeks since the petition was created. 

In addition to calling for a moratorium on fracking, the petition urges the GNWT to shift 
economic development away from the exploitation of fossil fuels and towards economic 
diversification based on renewable energy and conservation. 

Eugene Boulanger, the lead petitioner, who is from Tulita, explains, "A growing number of 
NWT citizens are concerned about the negative impacts that horizontal hydraulic fracturing 
(fracking) could have on land, water, wildlife, climate and communities.  Citizens are also 
deeply concerned their many voices are not being heard by the Territorial Government, and 
that fracking projects are being approved with no environmental assessment."  

In March 2014, two petitions were tabled in the Legislative Assembly citing concerns about 
fracking in the NWT.  One petition calling for an environmental assessment of all future 
fracking applications, was signed by 790 people from all over the NWT, including all Sahtu 
communities.   

Despite this widespread public concern, in July, 2014, the Sahtu Land and Water Board 
approved an application by Conoco Phillips to drill and hydraulically fracture up to 10 wells 
in the Sahtu region, with no environmental assessment. 

According to the Mackenzie Valley Resource Management Act (MVRMA), a project that 
might be a cause for public concern should be referred to an environmental assessment.  
Boulanger states, "Citizens are asking, what constitutes public concern, if a petition with 790 
signatures on it does not represent public concern?"     

 

 

  



   "While fracking projects in the NWT are being approved with no environmental assessment, 
in many other parts of the world fracking is being banned or placed under moratorium, due 
to rapidly accumulating medical and scientific evidence that the practice is having negative 
impacts on human health and the environment. Fracking has been banned in New York and 
Nova Scotia and has been placed under moratorium in Quebec, New Brunswick and 
Newfoundland" notes Lois Little, Co-Chair, NWT Chapter of the Council of Canadians. 

The Yukon Government recently undertook such a comprehensive, public review of 
hydraulic fracturing.  It's review included 13 public hearings, and public presentations and 
question-and-answer sessions with 15 experts with knowledge on the impacts of fracking on 
human health, groundwater quality, air quality, economic development, greenhouse gas 
emissions and other topics.  In January of this year, the Yukon government released the 
results of this comprehensive public review, which documented expert opinion on health 
and environmental risks associated with fracking, and many knowledge gaps about this new 
technique: http://www.legassembly.gov.yk.ca/pdf/rbhf_final_report.pdf    

"This is an example of the comprehensive and transparent review that citizens would like to 
see take place here in the NWT" states Ben McDonald, a volunteer with Alternatives North, 
one of the organizational members of the volunteer coalition Fracking Action North. 

Fracking Action North (FAN) is a coalition of NWT organizations and individuals who are 
concerned that hydraulic fracturing in the NWT is proceeding without a full and transparent 
consideration of all of the health, social, environmental and economic costs and benefits.   

The Coalition includes Alternatives North, The NWT Chapter of the Council of Canadians, 
Canadian Physicians for the Environment and Ecology North.  The Coalition encourages all 
NWT residents to learn more about hydraulic fracturing, and the potential costs and benefits 
of this technology. 

Fracking Action North: http://frackingactionnorth.ca/   

Canadian Association of Physicians for the Environment:                        
http://cape.ca/capes-position-statement-on-fracking/ 

Council of Canadians: http://www.canadians.org/fracking 

Alternatives North: http://www.alternativesnorth.ca 

 

For more information and to speak with members of the Fracking Action North coalition, 
please contact the following spokespeople: 

Eugene Boulanger   Lois Little,   Ben McDonald                
Fracking Action North, Tulita NWT Chapter,  Alternatives North 
(867) 446-5806    Council of Canadians (867) 873-8123 
ultranorthwest@gmail.com  (867) 873-8120     benmcdonald@mac.com 
     cocnwt@gmail.com 
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