
 
 
January 21st, 2015 
 
Ryan Fequet 
Wek’eezhii Land and Water Board 
Yellowknife, NT 
 
Emailed to rfequet@wlwb.ca  
 
Regarding W2014Q0005 
 
Dear Mr. Fequet, 
 
This letter is to notify the Wek’eezhii Land and Water Board that the NWT Chapter of the Council of 
Canadians opposes the granting of a Type A Land Use Permit to Husky Oil Operations Ltd. to carry out 
exploratory drilling for silica in the North Arm of Great Slave Lake.   
 
The reasons for opposing this licence are as follows: 

• The North Arm remains a pristine landscape with clean water; abundant fish populations; a 
variety of wildlife, including migratory birds, moose, and boreal caribou, which is a threatened 
species under NWT Species at Risk legislation.  Although forest fires have affected portions of 
this area, the eco-system will regenerate itself and continue to provide habitat for a range of 
wildlife species.  This exploratory program is the beginning phase of a development process that 
could fundamentally damage, in perpetuity, large sections of the land. 
 

• The North Arm remains a popular and well-used public recreation area, for canoeists/kayakers, 
snowmobilers, hunters, fishers, and boaters.  The recreational and tourism potential of the area is 
high as long as it remain a pristine land use area.  Industrial scale development will severely 
undermine the long-term recreational and tourism value of the area – and tourism has longer term 
economic potential than non-renewable resource extraction.  
 

• Although CoC NWT does not formally represent Indigenous interests, it knows that the North 
Arm is a traditional hunting, fishing, and gathering area for Aboriginal peoples throughout the 
North Slave region.  An industrial mining operation will interfere with traditional travel and 
harvesting activities and damage wildlife habitat. 

 
• Silica is a known health hazard and even in small amounts can lead to lung damage of persons 

exposed to the mineral.  The mining and transporting of silica will create a significant amount of 
dust that both humans and wildlife in the area will be exposed to.  Creating this type of health 
hazard in a recreational and harvesting area poses a direct risk to public health and potentially to 
wildlife. 
 

• The silica is specifically being mined for the purpose of horizontal hydraulic fracturing (fracking) 
in the NWT and potentially in other jurisdictions.  The recent report of the Canadian Council of 
Academes, referenced this past week by a Committee of the Yukon Government, has clearly 
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stated that there is high risk associated with horizontal fracking and limited meaningful research 
to support industry claims that it is a safe activity.  Damaging a pristine environment to access a 
known health hazard to support a controversial and unproven oil extraction process that will 
significantly contribute to increased greenhouse gas emissions and freshwater loss makes no 
sense.  It should be stopped at the earliest stage and not be allowed to progress to the point where 
minerals rights are acquired and the development becomes inevitable. 

  
• Exploration for silica in the North Arm does not have social licence.  There has been no 

meaningful attempt by the developer or the WLWB to engage the public in an open discussion of 
the proposed exploration project and the potential impacts of large scale silica mining in the area.    

 
Recognizing that the WLWB does not have the authority to halt this exploration application, we strongly 
recommend that the WLWB use its existing authority under the MVRMA to refer this application to an 
environmental assessment at this early stage in the development process, so that the full consequences of 
this type of operation are publicly considered prior to any activity in the area.   
 
Without clear social licence, the development should not proceed without thorough scrutiny of its long 
term socio-environmental impacts.  Public engagement and scrutiny need to be a first priority for such a 
potentially large and environmentally damaging project – even at this early stage in the development. 
 
Thank you for considering our recommendation.   
 
Respectfully. 

 
Peter Redvers 
Co-Chair 
 
  


