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An editorial in last week's Yellowknifer 
("Stopped by the Message," April 16) com-
plains that criticism of the federal govern-

ment during Brigette 
DePape's recent public 
events in Yellowknife 
was "long on griping, 
short on substance." 
Since no Yellowknifer 
reporter attended 
Ms. DePape's April 4 
speaking event, your 
lack of specifics is 
understandable.

"Stop Harper" is a 
call to action. It is the 
response to federal 
attacks on the Canadian 
core values,  particu-
larly the federal gov-
ernment attacks on our 
society's least advan-

taged. It is a list grown so long in eight Harper 
years that summary becomes impossible, and 
certainly exceeds your letters-to-the-editor 
length restrictions.

Here's a starter list.  See how many you're 
prepared to print, and please indicate to your 
readers if this letter has been edited for length 
(editor's note: this list has not been shortened). 

• The Conservatives have undermined 
democracy, democratic principles, and 
information gathering essential to informed 
decision-making:
• Cancellation of the long form census 
• Proroguing of Parliament to avoid critical 
policy debates
• Unprecedented use of omnibus bills to 
limit debate
• Unprecedented control by the PMO of Par-
liamentary and Senate committees
• The robocall scandal 
• The senate scandal and corruption in the 
prime minister's office
• Secretive international trade agreement 
negotiations (CETA, FIPPA and TPP)
• Destruction of long-standing research 
libraries and centres and muzzling of public 
servant media responses 
• More than $100 million in legal fees fight-
ing aboriginal rights cases
• No national first ministers meeting in 
eight years
• Cancellation of the court challenges pro-
gram
• The denial of voting rights and limiting 
Elections' Canada authority under the pro-
posed new elections laws.

 The Conservatives have also reduced 
environmental protection laws and capacity:

• Elimination and weakening of environ-
mental protections under the Fisheries Act, 
Canadian Environmental Assessment Act, 
and Navigable Waters Act
• Dismantling of the NWT's regional land 
and water boards
• Gutting of federal environmental science 
programs and staff, especially the depart-
ments of Fisheries and Oceans, Environ-
ment Canada, and Parks Canada
• Betrayal of our Kyoto climate changes 
promises, and runaway production of green-
house gases, particularly from the tar sands
• Attacking environmental activists as ter-
rorists and enemies of the state 
• Elimination of or reduced funding to the 
Experimental Lakes Area, the Living Lakes 
Network, Climate Change Network,  Global 
Environmental Monitoring System, the Can-
adian Foundation for Climate and Atmos-
pheric Sciences, and the National Round 
Table on the Environment and Economy.

The Conservatives have eliminated or 
reduced social justice programming:

• Closing or slashing funding for the Can-
ada Health Council, National Council of 
Welfare, National Action Committee on the 
Status of Women, Canada Without Poverty, 
Canadian Council on Social Development, 
Canadian Institutes of Health Research, and 
Native Women's Association of Canada, 
among other NGOs
• Cutting core funding to First Nation 
governments and eliminating funding for 
regional support services
• Enacting stricter, more complex rules for 
employment insurance eligibility
• Implementing the Temporary Foreign 
Workers' program to undercut Canadian 
workers and wages
• Eliminating $35 billion in federal health 
care transfers
• Increasing old age pension eligibility to 67 
years
• Reducing the flexibility of courts in deter-
mining sentencing, while reducing rehabili-
tation programming in jails

The Conservatives have made major eco-
nomic blunders:

• Mismanaging the F-35 acquisition pro-
gram, by underestimating the costs of the 
program by billions of dollars
• Losing $3.1 billion in anti-terrorist fund-
ing 
• Increasing income inequality in Canada
• Enacting anti-strike legislation in favor of 
corporate interests
• Promoting a petro-state economy at the 

expense of regional economic diversity
• Negotiating ‘free trade' agreements giving 
international corporations increased control 
over government policies
• The Conservatives have transformed our 
international presence from diplomacy and 
foreign aid to militarism and corporate aid:
• Eliminating or reducing funding to the 
Canadian Council for International Co-
operation, Kairos, Rights and Democracy, 
and the Canadian Catholic Organization for 
Development and Peace, among others
• Supporting the notion of pre-emptive mil-
itary strikes on Iran
• Re-focusing foreign aid through the Can-
adian International Development Agency to 
support Canadian mining company interests 
rather than social development program-
ming. 

This is not a complete list, but it shows that 
Harper's Conservatives have deliberately shift-
ed Canada's core values away from democracy, 
social justice and equity, environmental stew-
ardship, economic diversity, and enlightened 
foreign aid to unabashed, uncritical support for 
multi-national corporate interests through the 
stifling of democracy, attacks on environment-
al and social justice groups and advocates, sup-
port for a resource-extraction economy based 
on dirty fuel, and a militaristic and uncompas-
sionate approach to foreign affairs.  

That is why many Canadians from all walks 
of life agree with Bridgette DePape and the 
simple slogan, "Stop Harper."

opinions

Heather 
Hunt 
"Absolutely. 
People need 
it for medi-
cinal purpos-
es and the 
government 
could make 

money off it. It makes you stay 
at home, out of trouble."

Should marijuana  
be legalized?

STREET talk
with Candace Thomson 

editorial@nnsl.com

editorial – opinions

Grocery shopping choice 
made easier by cake flap

Mikey 
McBryan 
"Alcohol is 
way worse 
than weed … 
as long as it's 
decriminal-
ized, so yes."

Katie 
O'Neil 
"Yes, as long 
as it's con-
trolled, like 
alcohol or 
cigarettes 
with the 
same warn-
ing labels."

Brian 
Walter 
"No, because 
we have 
enough prob-
lems as it is."

Fox 
Thunderstorm 
"Might as well 
be. Alcohol is 
worse for you 
than mari-
juana is."

Shane 
West
"Yes – for 
medicinal 
purposes and 
to end the 
biofuel crisis."

A long list 
of Harper's 
wrongs

GUEST 
Comment
Jim Joyce is an active 
member of the NWT 
branch of the Council 
of Canadians.

From: Elijiah Forget
Yellowknife

Dear editor,
It can be difficult to decide which store to buy 

groceries from in Yellowknife, but thankfully the 
decision will be a little easier for me from now on. 
In light of the recent comments by the Co-op bakery 
manager ("Marijuana cake denied," Yellowknifer, 
April 18) in which they compared the marijuana pot 
leaf to “racist and pornographic imagery,” I will no 
longer be shopping at the Co-op, and will encourage 
everyone I know to make the same decision. This 
is not a completely ideological decision, because I 
think that anybody who would make that comparison 
must suffer from an impaired ability to reason or dis-
tinguish between different concepts, and I don’t trust 
someone with those shortcomings to safely prepare 
the food that I eat, nor to supervise people doing so.
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The choice of where to buy grocer-
ies was made easier for reader 
Elijiah Forget following the Co-op's 
decision to not ice a cake with a 
marijuana leaf on it,


